THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
and psychological influences that led to the creation of the
totemic system in a number of widely separated parts of the
world are still to a large extent a matter of dispute. A number
of theories have been propounded on the subject, and although
many of them are suggestive, there is perhaps no single one
lie totem as that fully and satisfactorily accounts for all the facts1. Among
a father ^e few points that emerge clearly from the investigations and
discussions to which the matter has given rise is the connection
o{ the totem with the father. It has been shown that the
totem spirit regularly, either to a complete or to a partial ex-
tent, plays the father's part in the creation of the child; the
substitution of totem for father being rendered easier by the
existence of a confused and ignorant state of mind on the
subject of paternity; which makes it conceivable that the spirit
of an animal or other object should enter into the mother's
womb and thus produce conception2.
That this vagueness on the subject of paternity in the
mind of primitive man finds its counterpart even in civilised
societies3 is shown by the many legends of a supernormal
birth in which the father is dispensed with or is replaced by
some non-human being4. The deep rooted and persistent nature
Relics of of the tendency to totemism is shown also by the very frequent
Totemism in
religion               l A clear and instructive examination of the whole question is given
by Frazer, "Totemism and Exogamy," Vol. IV.
2 It is still to some extent a matter of dispute as to how far existing
races of savages are ignorant of the role of the father in reproduction.
There is much evidence in favour of such ignorance being often very con-
siderable and sometimes perhaps complete (See E. S. Hartland, " Primitive
Paternity," 1910). Some authors however (e.g. Walter Heape, " Sex Antago-
nism," and Carveth Read, "No Paternity," Jour. Royal Anthrop. Inst. 1918,
XLVin, 146) have maintained that the facts do not admit of the assumption of .
complete ignorance. Read especially has shown that such ignorance as exists
may often be due to social or individual inhibitions, which prevent the know-
ledge of the true facts (a knowledge which exists in certain persons even m
primitive communities) from penetrating to the consciousness of the majority
of the inhabitants. If this view is correct, it reveals an interesting parallel to
the fate of sexual knowledge in the individual; psycho-analytic investigation
often showing that knowledge of the facts of sex and reproduction can be
repressed from consciousness, though persisting in the unconscious levels
of the mind. (Cp. Freud, "Three Contributions to the Theory of Sex," 37 ff., 51.)
8 Where of course the vagueness in question is beyond all doubt due
to repression.
4 E. S. Hartland, " Primitive Paternity." Vol. I, Ch. i.
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